¥ Reopening the railroad through the Eel River Canyon to Eureka is a pipe dream.
Tunnels are filled with debris and undersized for modern shipping methods. Base
rock, ties, and rails need replacing. Clean-up and construction debris can no
longer be sidecast into the river. Eel River Canyon geology is problematic for
maintaining the line. Reopening of the north segment depends on the fate of
lawsuits to the south. Where are the hundreds of millions of dollars FEMA
estimated to reopen the railroad coming from? An EIR must be done for the
ENTIRE length of the railroad; the project should not be piecemealed. What
about freight trains lumbering through Eureka’s Old Town? Without the railroad,
an international container port does not make sense, as Humboldt County does not
have the population to absorb tons of Asian products and, in every direction out,
roads are narrow and winding for truck traffic.

More-knowledgeable people than myself have provided in-depth, well-reasoned, fact-
based legal, financial, environmental, and engineering impediments to making Humboldt
Bay an international container port. Commissioners should listen to their arguments,

rather than exhibiting tunnel vision by focusing only on potential employment effects of
the project.

Sincerely yours,

Sue Leskiw
5440 Cummings Rd
Eureka CA 95503
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From: Whelan Gilkerson [whelangitk@yahoo.com] g
Sent:  Thursday, August 28, 2008 4:58 PM
To: ptyson@portofhumboldtbay.org

Subject: Port development

Ms. Tyson,

I have attached a letter to this e-mail to voice our families opposition to the proposed Redwood terminal
development,
Thank you,

Whelan Gilkerson and Michelle Fuller

8/28/2008



Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and Conservation District
601 Startare Drive

Eureka, CA 95501
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Michelle Fuller and Whelan Gilkerson
3458 Elizabeth Street
Eureka, CA 95503

August 28, 2008

To Whom It May Concern:

We are writing to voice our opposition to the proposed Redwood Terminal Business Plan. We
are strongly opposed to port development and restarting the freight rail system in Humboldt

County and find the entire plan unrealistic and undesirable for the community that we know and
love.

The idea of selling out our bay to support industrial corporate development for the non-local
wealthy to get even richer at the expense of our environment and community is insulting.
Historically in cases where local control is handed over to a large corporation, the community is
taken advantage of and left with a big mess to clean up. The promised jobs never turn out to be
worth it (the high paying jobs always go to the corporation and not the locals) and the

corporation has no incentives to consider the environmental and social consequences of their
actions.

Humboldt Bay is a special place, ecologically and socially. Let’s not throw this away to become
a dirty industrialized port! Port development for large container ships is ecologically and
aesthetically undesireable. Expanded dredging operations will alter the tidal prism in the bay,
increasing wave-action and potentially leading to degradation of critical eelgrass habitat. Our
shallow, muddy bay will be difficult and expensive to maintain for ships of this size and will
completely change the viewscape for those who live and visit the area. Restarting the rail system

for freight only is an expensive and unlikely proposition in our geologically active area and is not
a forward-thinking plan while we are facing global warming.

We cannot express strongly enough our opposition to this plan. We hope that you will succumb
- to reason and look for ideas that are more realistic, to-scale, and have broader appeal. There are
many options to boost our economy while showcasing our environment instead of destroying it.
Let’s not waste any more time on the Redwood Terminal Business Plan and begin to look into
more locally-derived and beneficial options.

Sincerely,

Michelle Fuller and Whelan Gilkerson
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From: Christina Ernst [flyingdog17 @earthlink.net] ‘Z‘g{;)
Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2008 2:38 PM
To: ptyson@portofhumboldtbay.org
Subject: Re: Redwood Marine Terminal Project

Dear Ms. Tyson,

I am writing in regards tfo the Redwood Marine Terminal Project. While I believe that there is need for
sustainable development in Humboldt Bay, I do not support the Redwood Marine Terminal Project. The
significant potential environmental risks that come with the plan are heightened with the treacherous bay
entrance, and the reality of timely and efficient distribution of goods seems limited, given the questionable
ability to reestablish rail services to this area. These issues combined with the leasing of operations to
Goldman Sachs for a significant time period, which I am still unclear has been determined, lead me to this
letter of NO support for the Redwood Marine Terminal Project.

Thank your for your time and contributions to the bay.
Sincerely,
Christina Ernst

No virus found in this incoming message.
Checked by AVG.
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From: <dwightw@mac.com>
To: <misty @portofhumboldtbay.org>
Sent: Thursday, August 28, 2008 2:29 PM

Subject: Comments on Goldman-Sachs Port Development Proposal

This message was sent via

It is from Dwight Winegar (dwightw@mac.com)

regarding Comments on Goldman-Sachs Port Development Proposal

I realize we are at the final day for commentary on the Proposal for Goldman-Sachs investment into Port
Development with dependence upon the NCRA rail.

Last week I attended the RAPID meeting, and have also viewed on the Access Humboldt public access
television broadcast of the Baykeepers previous forum. I came out in favor of the proposed

development and signed a green card to that affect at the meeting. There is not much to say, but I do
have a few comments.

When reviewing the Baykeepers panel of comments, for the most part I felt that 90 percent of their
concerns WERE addressed sufficiently by the RAPID forum, although footnoting and references would
be in good order for any reports and formal procedures. The 10 percent of concerns that seemed to not
be sufficiently addressed included a question about "Importing non-native species from visiting vessels
in foreign waters". Right now at Ruth Lake there is a small craft ban from residents outside Humboldt
and Trinity Counties bringing in their boats just for this general reason - vessels hosting intruder

species. We DID hear one part of this addressed regarding ballast waters, but not regarding ships'
hulls.

The one other concern that has been brought up by a number of people was "Diesel Exhaust and
Pollution", and while we did hear some "possibilities” being addressed for Vessels, we did not hear
sufficient discussion of possibilities for Rail and port vehicles. Therefore I would like to address a
STRONG recommendation to the NCRA with regard to this issue and concern.

As we have now entered into the 21st Century, and we look less to fossil fuels but alternative energies,
for various reasons ranging from "global warming", availability, foreign dependence, emissions, to
COST, I believe we seriously need to reconsider "Electrification of the 'URBAN' Rail Corridor" -
locally to mean as far south as Alton (Fortuna area from Highway 36 intersection north)-or Scotia rail
yard; and likewise within the SMART study area of Cloverdale South. While SMART is focused on

passenger commuter trains, the rail corridor and implications for freight are still relevant and tied to the
picture.

(WHEREAS the current plans are calling for a "Green Port" and "Green Rail"...)
(WHEREAS) The County of Humboldt in adopting an Energy Element to its General Plan, as presented

at the Plan It Green conference has shown a goal of energy self-relance and sustainability as much as

possible. We know there are off-shore wave energy generation plans coming from PG&FE as well as
wind generator farms coming south of Humboldt Bay. (..)

8/28/2008

































































































































